FOREWORD
PEOPLE often say to me* " Politics and economics are all very well,
but what we really want to know7 is how ordinal*}' Russians live their
everyday lives."
So here is a book about ordinary Soviet people living their every-
day lives. It is about homes and meals, work and play, relations,,
babies, birth, marriage and death. All the characters are people
I knew when I lived in Russia.
The period of this story is the year 1938.
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